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Monroe County 

October 2021 

Contact Us 

Bailey Biniecki  
Support Staff  
734-240-3182  
binieck4@msu.edu  
 
Jean Genaw 
4-H Program Coordinator  
734-240-3188 
genawjea@msu.edu 
 
Claudia Paddy 
4-H Program Coordinator  
734-240-3174 
paddycla@msu.edu 
 
 

Address  
963 South Raisinville Rd  
Monroe, MI 48161  
Main 734-240-3170  
Fax 734-240-3183 
msue.monroe@county.ms 
u.edu  
 

Web Site  
https://www.canr.msu.edu/
monroe/monroe_county_4_h/
index 
 

Google Calendar 
https://bit.ly/3mk4xgv 

 
 

Social Media 
Facebook:  

@MonroeCountyMI4H 
 

**NEW** Pinterest: 
@monroecounty4hprogram  

Monroe County MSU Extension 

Office Hours 

Monday—Friday 9am-4:30pm 

 

October 3 - 9th 

In the spirit of National 4-H week, the Monroe County 4-

H Council is encouraging clubs to put up a 4-H themed 

display in a store window, church, school, or library.  

Clubs who create a display, and submit a picture with 

noted location to paddycla@msu.edu by October 31st, 

will be given a $25.00 Award.  Please be creative. Post-

ers will not be accepted. **Display should include an ad-

vertisement for the Spaghetti Dinner & Auction.** 

mailto:msue.monroe@county.msu.edu
mailto:msue.monroe@county.msu.edu
https://www.canr.msu.edu/monroe/monroe_county_4_h/index
https://www.canr.msu.edu/monroe/monroe_county_4_h/index
https://www.canr.msu.edu/monroe/monroe_county_4_h/index
https://bit.ly/3mk4xgv


OCTOBER 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1Fall Enrollment/

Club Paperwork & 

County Award 

applications due  

2 

3 4 

7PM 4-H COUN-

CIL @ AC 

5 

6pm Terra 

Quest Meeting 

@ AC 

6 7pm Spa-

ghetti Dinner 

Committee 

Meeting @ ELC 

7 8 9 

4PM LEGACY 4-H 

CLUB @AC 

10 

 

11 Columbus Day 

7PM HORSE & 

PONY @AC 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

7pm Fair Board 

Meeting 

15 

 

16 

 

17 4PM 

CAPRINE COUN-

CIL Banquet @ 

Fairgrounds 

18 

6pm Cat Board 

Meeting @ AC 

19 

7pm Caprine 

Council @ AC 

20 

7PM JLA @ AC 

7pm Shooting 

Sports Meeting 

@ ELC 

21 

7PM FAIR ADVI-

SORY BOARD @ 

ELC 

22 

GARAGE SALE 

SET UP  @ AC 

23 

FALL GARAGE 

SALE @ AC & Ex-

po Center 

24 

4PM TRUNK OR 

TREAT @ AC 

 

25 

7PM SAA MEET-

ING @ ELC 

6:30PM 4-H CSI 

@ AC 

26 

7PM DOG 

BOARD @ TBD 

27 

7pm Spaghetti 

Dinner Commit-

tee Meeting @ 

ELC 

28 

 

29 30 

31       

NATIONAL 4-H WEEK 

TSC PAPER CLOVER CAMPAIGN 

TSC PAPER CLOVER CAMPAIGN 

TSC PAPER 

CLOVER 

CAMPAIGN 



November 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

7PM 4-H COUN-

CIL @ ELC 

Mitten Tree Do-

nations begin 

2 

6pm Terra 

Quest Meeting 

@ AC 

3 4 5 6 

7 

 

8 

7pm Horse & 

Pony Meeting @ 

AC 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

 

7pm Fair Board 

Meeting 

 

12 13 

4pm       

Spaghetti 

Dinner and 

Auction @ 

AC 

14 15 

6pm Cat Board 

Meeting @ AC 

16 

7pm Caprine 

Council Meeting 

@ AC 

17 

7PM JLA @ AC 

18 

7PM FAIR ADVI-

SORY BOARD @ 

ELC 

19 

 

20 

21 22 

6:30PM 4-H CSI 

@ AC 

7PM SAA MEET-

ING @ ELC 

23 

7PM DOG 

BOARD @  AC 

24 

7PM TEEN AM-

BASSADORS @ 

AC 

25 

 

26  27 

28 29 30     

SPAGHETTI DINNER SET-UP 

OFFICE CLOSED-THANKSGIVING 





Volunteers 
With annual enrollment for our youth, also comes enrollment for our volunteers! There 

are two steps to annual volunteer enrollment. 

1. Go to www.v2.4honline.com to renew your enrollment for the 2021-2022 program 

year beginning September 15th 

2. Go to our Volunteer Central  https://msu.samaritan.com/  to complete your annual 

Code of Conduct and Background Check authorizations. 

(Your 4honline enrollment cannot be approved until this piece has cleared.) 

Frequently Asked Questions 
We’ve had many questions regarding volunteer status leading up to this fair season, so 

here are some details to help out. 
 How do I become an approved volunteer with 4-H? We’re so glad you asked! The 

first step is to apply at the Volunteer Central Website 

https://msu.samaritan.com/  

 Not sure if you’ve already done this? Call our office to double check so you don’t 

end up completing an extra step. You may already have a profile setup. 

 What is the MSU Volunteer Selection Process (VSP)? This is our screening process 

for accepting adult volunteers who wish to interact on behalf of 4-H programs and 

activities. Once approved, you’ll just need to renew annually to remain active. 

 What does it mean to be a GOLD vs. Silver Volunteer? All Club leaders, Superinten-

dents, and other individuals who will be interacting with youth should be GOLD sta-

tus. Gold volunteers should also be enrolled in 4honline and are eligible for wrist-

bands during fair week. Silver Volunteer Status should only be used for those indi-

viduals who have no direct interaction with youth or vulnerable populations on be-

half of MSU Extension. This could be someone working at a registration table, at our 

4-H Activity Center during fair week, as a building guard, or at a youth or adult event 

with at least one Gold Status volunteer or MSU Extension employee present, etc.  

Silver Volunteers can only receive one day passes for kitchen or guard duty that they 

may be working. These individuals do not register in 4honline. 

http://www.v2.4honline.com
https://msu.samaritan.com/custom/502/volunteer_login
https://msu.samaritan.com/custom/502/volunteer_login
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Donations at Monroe, Dundee, and Lambertville           

Locations support our Monroe County Program 

Indoor masking 

reminder 

In August, MSU issued 
new guidance for the 
MSU community. Until 
further notice, 
attendees at any indoor 
MSU Extension or 
Michigan 4-H program 
or event are required to 
wear a face covering. 
This includes 4-H 
meetings and other 
volunteer-led events. 
Unless they have a 
medical exemption, face 
coverings must be worn 
by everyone in 
attendance over age 2 
regardless of vaccination 
status.  

For the purpose of MSU 
Extension or Michigan  
4-H events and programs, 
indoor events are 
considered those in an 
enclosed building with 
limited airflow. Barns and 
other outbuildings that 
have multiple doors that 
can be fully opened to 
maximize air flow are 
considered an outdoor, 
open air facility.  

Find the most up-to-date 
information about in-
person event 
requirements at 
extension.msu.edu/
approvedactivities.  

 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/about/approved-activities
https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/about/approved-activities
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Candy Sale  
September 9th– October 22nd 

The annual candy sale is happening right now!  

This popular sale raises funds for the Council, Districts, and 

Clubs, as well as, offering some nice incentives for individuals. 

For example, each members who sells two boxes of candy will 

be entered to win a family pack of Kalahari Resort Tickets! 

Members who would like scholarships for Exploration Days 

must support the Candy Sale and/or the Spaghetti Dinner.  

Club leaders– If you need additional candy, contact your dis-

trict representative. 

Airport District: Amy Harbaugh   734-731-3059 

Bedford District: Brenda Martin  734-854-8868 

Custer District: Tina LaPlante   734-735-4108 

Dundee District: Mary Valentine   734-624-1356 

Fundraiser Chairman: Gary and Bev Koppelman 517-486-3951 

Fair Premium Check Reminder 

Remember to cash your premium checks as soon as you re-

ceive it in the mail. ALL checks must be cashed by Dec 1st 

(within 90 days or void) 

Leaders, please note checks issued to clubs should be depos-

ited as soon as they arrive.  These checks often get tucked 

away for the next meeting. 

Questions should be directed to the Monroe County Fair 

office: 734-241-5775 







2021 Youth & Leader Recognition Banquet 

The program is scheduled for Sunday, January 16th at 5:00 p.m.  
(please note this date has been changed from the originally printed Nov 7th) 

Join us in celebration of the amazing leaders and youth of Monroe County 4-H. Everyone is invit-
ed to help recognize and congratulate the 4-H leaders for their service and the 4-H members who 
completed County and Older Teen Award Forms, the members of the New Horizons Program, this 
year’s State Award Winners and delegates, Scholarship Winners, as well as the Key Club Awards 
and to recognize this years “I Dare You” recipients. 

Emailed Invitation to follow 
RSVP by January 7th at this link or by calling the Extension office at 734-240-3182 

All volunteer years of service will be recognized in print. Please note that only volunteers who 
RSVP attending will be announced during the banquet. 

 
County Awards applications were accepted Sept 1st - Oct 1st 

We are currently accepting applications/nominations for the 
following categories through November 1st. 

Volunteer Awards Nominations  for Leader of the Year, Meritorious Service Business or Organiza-
tion, Meritorious Service Individual, Distinguished Alumni here https://forms.gle/

b9F5cy6rXg9mDPnN9 
Club Awards  application-  https://forms.gle/koSnw1mhRKxkdezW9  

Key Club applications-  https://forms.gle/fw787iUSSyrXb6xw6  
Nominations for I Dare You- https://forms.gle/4wLPwhfTaYX8oPYb6   

In addition, each club can nominate an outstanding member to be recognized by your district.  
https://forms.gle/BCAQHddWpsqV6cxeA 

https://forms.gle/5iGQapxiA4CTg9Bu6
https://forms.gle/b9F5cy6rXg9mDPnN9
https://forms.gle/b9F5cy6rXg9mDPnN9
https://forms.gle/koSnw1mhRKxkdezW9
https://forms.gle/CzKjagHA9Lgp6wcA7
https://forms.gle/4wLPwhfTaYX8oPYb6
https://forms.gle/BCAQHddWpsqV6cxeA






Volunteers will be needed for set-up and teardown of the event. Please 

stay tuned for more details as the event draws closer. 





https://www.canr.msu.edu/

events/fall-into-fun-4-h-spin-

club  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/fall-into-fun-4-h-spin-club?fbclid=IwAR3D5vM8o3fh40suWjAUB3MX7DAit4nxwsZQ1TBdJib1hRoB1O18Kww--RU
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/fall-into-fun-4-h-spin-club?fbclid=IwAR3D5vM8o3fh40suWjAUB3MX7DAit4nxwsZQ1TBdJib1hRoB1O18Kww--RU
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/fall-into-fun-4-h-spin-club?fbclid=IwAR3D5vM8o3fh40suWjAUB3MX7DAit4nxwsZQ1TBdJib1hRoB1O18Kww--RU


Greetings from Christmas in Ida, 
The 39th Annual Christmas in Ida Festival and Parade of Lights is returning with all of its mag-
ical wonder. 
  
The festival opens on Friday night Dec. 3 with the Commemorative Concert featuring the Si-
ena Heights Chamber Choir and the 2nd Annual Holiday Sled Race to Aid Children. 
  
The festival continues Saturday Dec. 4 with exciting wholesome family entertainment that in-
cludes the Country Music Concert headlining with county music legend Tracy Byrd, and the 
Young Country Concert featuring Presley and Taylor. 
  
Then the Grandaddy of light parades, the Christmas in Ida Parade of Lights. 
  
This year’s parade will have some exciting units such as the 126th Unit U. S. Army Marching 
Band and the Adrian College Marching Band. 

Please accept this letter of invitation to participate in the 2021 Christmas in Ida 
Parade of Lights where the magic of Christmas shines through. 
  
The festival is returning in all its glory and will include new events too! 
  
Visit the website at www.christmasinida.com to enter you club float and more 
event details. 

  
If you have any questions, please let me know. 
  

Hope to see you at Christmas in Ida! 

  
All the best, 
  
Dale W. Zorn 

Executive Director 
Christmas in Ida 

734-735-0576 

http://www.christmasinida.com/
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STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

4-H Events and Workshops 
 

October 6: 4-H Future Squad—Budgeting 101 

Online 

Do you have a plan to reach your financial goals? Do you know how you spend your money? 

This workshop will get you started on creating a budget that works for you.   

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/future-squad10-6 

 

October 7: 4-H Future Squad—Building Connections 

Online 

Sometimes it’s not what you know, but who you know. During this interactive workshop 

youth will learn how to build connections and how to network like a professional.  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/future-squad10-7 

 

October 13: 4-H Future Squad—Using Your Voice 

Online 

Participants will take part in discussions and activities to identify the unique strengths and 

assets youth bring to decision-making groups and discuss strategies to remove barriers to  

highlight youth voices.  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/future-squad10-13 

 

October 14: 4-H Future Squad—Goal-setting 

Online 

Whether exploring goals for future money or career goals, this workshop covers the importance 

of goal setting and the basics of SMART goals, allowing youth to create their own.  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/future-squad10-14 
 
October 20: 4-H Future Squad—Career Connections Through Volunteering 

Online 

Do you hunger for social justice? Do you thirst for connection in your community? Assess your 

skills and passions for volunteering as a pathway to career connections, as well as grow your 

friendships and networks.  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/future-squad10-20 
 
October 27: 4-H Future Squad—Public Speaking 

Online 

This training will help participants learn the best practices of public speaking. Participants 

will practice getting over nerves, learn what not to do, and hone basic public speaking skills 

through hands-on activities and example videos.  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/future-squad10-27 
 
October 28: 4-H Future Squad—The Art of Time Management  

Online 

Time management looks at how you organize and spend your time. There is an art to arranging 

your time to increase productivity and reduce stress. Learn some tips and develop some plans 

to best manage your time.  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/future-squad10-28 
 
 

For the most up-to-date events listing, go to http://4h.msue.msu.edu/events.  

4-H scholarships 

available 

Outstanding Michigan 4-H 

members who are involved at 

county, regional, state, 

national or international levels 

are eligible to apply for 

Michigan 4-H scholarships to 

help fund their college 

experience.  

 

A number of scholarship 

opportunities exist, ranging in 

value from $500 to $10,000 

(over the course of four 

years). All applications are 

due by November 1.  

 

Learn more and access 

applications materials at: 

www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_schol

arships_and_recognition_pro

gram/4_h_scholarships.  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/future-squad10-6
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/future-squad10-7
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/future-squad10-13
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/future-squad10-14
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/future-squad10-20
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/future-squad10-27
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/future-squad10-28
http://4h.msue.msu.edu/events
http://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_scholarships_and_recognition_program/4_h_scholarships
http://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_scholarships_and_recognition_program/4_h_scholarships
http://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_scholarships_and_recognition_program/4_h_scholarships
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STATEWIDE NEWS AREA  

Michigan 4-H Volunteer Reminders 
Welcome to the 2021-22 4-H program year! As a reminder, all Michigan 4-H volunteers are required 
to complete annual tasks in Volunteer Central to remain active as an MSU Extension volunteer. 
These steps include authorizing MSU Extension to conduct the background checks and completing 
the Volunteer Code of Conduct/Media/Medical Agreement. The date required for this action is 
based on the date in which you completed this step last year and varies by person. However, a large 
portion of Michigan 4-H volunteers have their dates cycle at the start of the program year 
(September 1). 
 
If you are curious when you completed this step last, you may login to Volunteer Central at https://
msu.samaritan.com/custom/502/volunteer_login and view the date on your dashboard under 
Acknowledgements and Background Checks. The Volunteer Central system will also alert you via 
email when you need to complete this important step; the email will come from 
system@ecemail.samaritan.com and the subject line will read “Annual Background Check and 
Volunteer Code of Conduct Due.” The email will provide you a direct link to the login page and let 
you quickly complete this authorization. You will receive the emails requesting you to complete this 
important process at 30, 22, 15, 8 and 1 day before they are due. For more information, refer to the 
MSU Extension 4-H Volunteer Guide to Re-Enrollment at https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/
msu-extension-4-h-volunteer-guide-to-re-enrollment.  
 
When in Volunteer Central, you may also notice a tab called My Trainings. There are currently four 
trainings available that you may wish to view to learn more about MSU Extension, 4-H, Working 
with Youth and Communicating with Conflict. These modules provide new volunteers with a solid 
foundation and offer returning volunteers the opportunity to refresh their knowledge about these 
topics and serve as a baseline for future trainings. Please make sure that you have also enrolled in  
4-H Online as a 4-H volunteer if you are a Gold Volunteer. Thank you for being a part of the 
Michigan 4-H program.  

National 4-H Week to be celebrated Oct. 3 - 9 

For the 79th consecutive year, millions of youth, parents, volunteers and 
alumni across the country will celebrate National 4-H Week from October 3-9. 
During the 2021 National 4-H Week, Michigan 4-H is encouraging 4-H 
youth, volunteers, staff and supporters to get out and find their spark – the 
theme of this year’s celebration.   

From empowering youth to pursue their passions to learning new skills, this October is a perfect 
time to help the next generation explore what interests and excites them. One easy way to do this is 
by sharing how 4-H helped you or your kids find your spark on social media channels and with 
individuals in your community.  

Michigan 4-H Alumni & Supporters Fall Team Walking Challenge  

In honor of National 4-H Week, the MSU Extension 4-H Alumni Engagement Committee is 
hosting a fun engagement opportunity for alumni and supporters! Starting October 3, MSU 
Extension will host a 4-H Alumni & Supporters Fall Team Walking Challenge, where participants 
will create teams of five or less and track their total miles walked to compete for a top spot in the 
contest!  

Each week, the top team will win a 4-H alumni swag prize and the team who logs the most miles 
throughout the whole challenge will earn a grand prize! Each week, there will also be an individual 
participation prize drawing, selected at random. Challenge runs through Oct. 30!  

Register today at www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-alumni-and-supporters-fall-team-
walking-challenge. 

Support 4-H with 

the Tractor Supply 

Co. Paper Clover 

Campaign 

 

Tractor Supply Company 

(TSC) customers across the 

nation will have the 

opportunity to support 4-H 

youth by purchasing a $1 

clover at checkouts when 

shopping both in stores or 

online at 

www.TractorSupply.com 

from Oct. 6-17.  

 

Funds raised will support 

county, state and national  

4-H programming. To learn 

more regarding the 

campaign, visit https://

www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/

cms/4h. 

https://msu.samaritan.com/custom/502/volunteer_login
https://msu.samaritan.com/custom/502/volunteer_login
mailto:system@ecemail.samaritan.com
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/msu-extension-4-h-volunteer-guide-to-re-enrollment
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/msu-extension-4-h-volunteer-guide-to-re-enrollment
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/msu-extension-4-h-volunteer-guide-to-re-enrollment
Register%20today!%20https:/www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-alumni-and-supporters-fall-team-walking-challenge
Register%20today!%20https:/www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-alumni-and-supporters-fall-team-walking-challenge
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/cms/4h
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/cms/4h
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/cms/4h

